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Addie J. Robinson 
 
Addie J. Robinson was a black senior citizen interviewed on August 10, 1977 in 

Fresno, California. Robinson was born on April 11, 1887 in South Carolina. 
Robinson’s father first came to Madera, California because he had cousins in the 

area that wanted him to see the blooming land. Robinson’s mother passed away 
while Robinson was attending school in South Carolina. Robinson came to California 

in 1919 because her father said there were good schools and they would make lots 
of money. Robinson says that black people went to the white church until enough 
black people came to form the Second Baptist Church. Robinson recalls that she 

would work on her father’s land just like her brothers did in order to earn money. 
Robinson also discusses how she and her children got by after he husband passed 

away. Robinson does not remember the Ku Klux Klan being strong in Fresno when 
she came in 1919.  
 

Robinson says she had been voting ever since women were allowed to vote, and 
that she is still a Republican just like her father. Robinson talks about how she was 

a member of the War Mothers and how she was able to entertain people with 
missionary work. Robinson discusses Dr. Henry Wallace and the community’s 
reaction to him being put in and dying in prison. Robinson says that most black 

people she knew in Fresno worked in agriculture. Robinson recalls that there was 
not much segregation in Fresno while she lived there. After Pearl Harbor, there 

were more jobs available to black people in Fresno because most people were going 
to fight the war. Robinson remembers being a member of the NAACP and how the 
group would stand up for black people’s rights and “work in unity.” Robinson talks 

about her husband and how he built a colored church in Madera when he was alive. 
Robinson recalls that some people in Fresno were followers of Marcus Garvey. 

Robinson says that to get her family by in the depression, she would do all her own 
baking, sewing, and laundry in order to save money. Robinson talks about how the 
black community had a positive reaction to the civil rights movement in the 1960’s. 

She recalls that people were upset, and still upset, over the death of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Robinson says that she contributes to the growth of Fresno by donating to 

its various organizations.  
 
Interviewer: Vivian J. Jones 
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