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Emilio Canales 
 
Emilio Canales, owner of Casa Canales Restaurant, was interviewed on August 16, 

1977. He was born in Colton, California, between San Bernardino and Riverside, in 
1931. His father, Jose Canales, moved to Fresno in 1925 and worked for the 

railroad loading refrigerated cars with ice. Canales describes his father’s various 
businesses, a store that grew in Colton and a popsicle business in Fresno. He 
describes the popsicle carts being peddled from Jose’s place on F Street between 

Tulare and Mariposa Streets in downtown Fresno out to Roeding Park in 1927. Jose 
Canales soon had a tortilleria and expanded his businesses to add a delicatessen, a 

panderia (the first Mexican bakery in Fresno), and a dulceria. He was supplying the 
falluqueros, food peddlers, carrying Mexican goods to rural communities like 
Firebaugh. Jose added a restaurant to his businesses he originally called Canales 

Hermanos, which later became known as Las Palmas restaurant. He developed the 
restaurant into an entertainment venue with a patio. Due to his stature in the 

community, Canales’ father was often asked for help with immigration issues.  
 
Canales describes attending Edison High School. He did not graduate and regrets it. 

During World War II, Canales served with the 84th Infantry Division in Germany on 
the Siegfried Line and Belgium. He “was with communications in the artillery.” 

 
Canales describes the early Mexican American organizations in Fresno, such as the 
Alianza Hispan Americana, La Progresista and the Morelos. His father was a 

member of Los Mutualistas y Obrero Mexicano. He describes the dances on 
Saturday at Ryan’s Auditorium as the high social point of the week.  

 
Canales discusses the expansion of the Mexican community in Fresno to 25% of the 
population of Fresno County. Canales describes being one of the first Mexicans, 

along with his friend Bob Rodriguez, to register to vote in 1947. He describes the 
efforts to register other Mexican American’s to vote. Canales discusses other 

leading Mexican business leaders. He describes his involvement with the West 
Fresno Rotary Club and the North Fresno Rotary Club, as well as being a 

commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8900. In about 1973, he and 
three others started the Latin American Businessmen Club, now fifty strong.  
 

Canales describes gathering the funding to start Casa Canales restaurant in 1953, 
the second Mexican restaurant in Fresno. He was determined not to take money 

from his father, but he ended up getting seed money from his wife’s grandfather, 
Francisco Navarro. Canales wraps up his narrative with a discussion about the 
preservation of Mexican and other ethnic history in West Fresno.  

 
Interviewer: Ben Garza 

Transcript: 17 pages 
Audio: 01:12:43  
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